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ORIGINAL ARTICLES 
THE USE OF DIGITALIS IN HEART 
DISEASE.* 


By Frank T. Futton, M. D. 
ProvipeNnce; R. I. 


In 1908, Mackenzie published the first edition 
of his book on Diseases of the Heart. Five years 
later the third edition was published and in the 
preface he states that it had to be largely rewritten 
owing to the advances in the knowledge of the 
heart. These advances were due in the main to 
the development of our understanding of the func- 
tion of the sinus node, the auriculo-ventricular 
node of Tawara, the muscle bundle of His and the 
ramifications of the network of Purkinje, each of 
which was discovered independently of the other, 
but which taken together form the conducting sys- 
tem, the function of which is to conduct and dis- 
tribute the stimulus which arises in the sinus node 
in the auricles to every part of the heart. A thor- 
ough understanding of the physiology of this 
mechanism makes quite simple the understanding 
of the various disorders of rhythm.and often helps 
in determining to some extent the degree of myo- 
cardial degeneration. At the same time that the 
significance of the arrhythmia was being made 
clear, there developed the tendency on the part of 
the students of cardiac disease to pay more atten- 
tion to the condition of the heart muscle and less 
to the condition of the valves. A valve may be 
badly impaired and if the muscle is sound the 
organ may be well compensated and need no treat- 
ment, while on the other hand there may be a fail- 
ing heart with perfect valves if the muscle is 
weakened or shows fibroid changes. Not so long 
ago the presence or absence of a mumur was very 
commonly cited as evidence of the presence or 
absence of heart disease and this in the face of the 
fact that a murmur is often found in a heart 
which has lost none of its efficiency while on the 
other hand all the cardinal symptoms of a failing 


*Read before Rhode Island Medical Society, March 
6, 1924. 


heart may be present in a heart showing no mur- 
mur. Too often the examination of the heart is 
limited to the use of the stethescope. As long ago 
as 1862, Austin Flint said that “the man is fortu- 
nate who escapes the stethescope of the ausculta- 
tor, as many times one has been doomed to years 
of invalidism because a murmur has been dis- 
covered.” 

In the meantime the action of digitalis has been 
intensively studied so that it, too, became much 
better understood though one is impressed with 
Withering’s extraordinary ‘comprehension of its 
action nearly 140 years ago. He said at that time 
that about one-half dram of the powdered leaves 
may generally be taken before nausea commences. 
This is almost exactly the average dose found by 


_ careful experiment necessary to digitalize the 


heart. 

It would appear, however, that for a long time 
Withering’s observations were not very generally 
known,—either that or else because of an unwar- 
ranted fear there were few who had the courage 
to administer the drug as he advised. This prob- 
ably was due to the fact that long continued use 
of large doses causes very disagreeable gastro- 
intestinal symptoms and even now the gastro-in- 
testinal symptoms which develop as a result of 
impaired circulation are likely to be attributed to 
the drug. In any case for a long time the effort 
was made by manufacturing chemists to devise 
some form of the drug for administration which 
would not cause this disagreeable feature. Many 
of the preparations were very inferior. Most of 
them have been discarded. Until lately there has 
been no good method of standardization. Ten or 
twelve years ago* Goodall and Pratt examined 
samples of various preparations of the drug and 
found a wide variation from the standard strength. 
Lately Strong and Wilmaer have tested the 
strength of some of the commoner preparations 
in use and found that there has been considerable 
improvement in the potency of the first-class avail- 
able preparations so that the difficulty of getting 
the drug in satisfactory strength is largely elim- 
inated. ; 
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In the treatment of heart disease one must first 
of all decide whether or not digitalis is indicated ; 
secondly, the dosage to be given; and finally, how 
long it should be continued. There is no question 
but that the great reputation which digitalis has 
enjoyed for more than a century was won because 
of its action upon the condition which we now 
recognize as auricular fibrillation. This disorder 
is becoming so well understood that now it may 
be very easily recognized clinically by anyone who 
is familiar with cardiac disease. 

Auricular fibrillation may be divided into three 
main groups: The first group includes those cases 
which develop in hearts which have been damaged 
by an acute infection, viz., rheumatism, tonsillitis 

_or chorea. This is the so-called rheumatic heart 
and is as a rule found in children, the young adult 
and occasionally the middle aged. A second group 
is comprised of those which have developed in the 
course of a general cardio vascular sclerosis. These 
occur generally in the sixth decade of life or later. 


Finally fibrillation may occur in paroxysms. The* 


paroxysms may occur at almost any age though 
rarely in children and they may occur in associa- 
tion with valvular disease, with arteriosclerosis, 
or may occur in a heart which so far as can be de- 
termined is perfectly normal. Paroxysmal fibril- 
lation is particularly common in association with 
hyperthyroidism. The attack may occur frequent- 
ly or at long intervals. It may last a few minutes, 
hours, days or weeks. i 

Digitalis has its most marked effect in the mem- 
ders of the first group, namely, the cases of fibril- 
lation of rheumatic origin. Its action here may be 
predicted with very considerable certainty.. In 
favorable cases of this type where there is very 
rapid heart action with shortness of breath, con- 
gestion of the lungs, swelling of the liver, oedema 
of the legs, the action of digitalis when properly 
given is quite dramatic. The pulse is slowed. 
There is a marked increase in the flow of urine, 
the swelling disappears, passive congestion is cor- 
rected and the case often passes very quickly from 
a condition of great distress to one of comparative 
ease and comfort. (One might emphasize here the 
importance of counting the heart rate with the 
stethescope rather than by taking the pulse at the 
wrist. ) 

Good results but to a ‘tess marked degree may 
be expected in the majority of cases of fibrilla- 
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tion of sclerotic origin in elderly patients. For 
some reason, however, the action of the drug is 


not so certain in these cases. 


The drug is contra-indicated as a rule in the 
paroxysmal attacks. Of course if the attack is 
very severe and prolonged and there seems an 
emergency, digitalis should be used but it tends 
rather to make the condition permanent. 

The value of the drug in the treatment of 
cardiac disease when the rhythm is regular is still 
a subject.of controversy. So great an authority 
as Sir Thomas Lewis says that the chief value of 
digitalis lies in the power to control the ventricu- 
lar rate when the auricles are fibrillating. Mac- 
kenzie is of much the same opinion. However, 
there is good clinical evidence that the drug has 
a very definite effect upon the efficiency of the 
muscular contraction. This is supported by ex- 
perimental work carried on by Luten and more 
recently by Cohn. Probably Christian is the most 
insistent believer that a certain type of case with 
regular action showing myocardial insufficiency is 
benefited by digitalis and it must be admitted that 
his arguments and his evidence are quite convinc- 
ing that it has more value where the rhythm is 
normal than has been commonly believed, but 
there is no question that the results are much 
more disappointing in regular than in fibrillating 
hearts. 

One may say, then, in a general way that digi- 
talis is indicated in any case of myocardial insuf- 
ficiency; that it is not indicated unless there is 
some evidence of cardiac insufficiency. In other 
words, heart disease which is present without 
symptoms needs ‘no digitalis in its treatment. It 
is quite common to meet with a somewhat dam- 
aged heart in the young and in early adult life due 
to infection in the course of acute rheumatism, 
tonsillitis or chorea. Frequently these cases are 
discovered accidentally and are recognized usually 
because of the presence of a murmur. A well 
marked systolic murmur with a history of one 
of the above mentioned acute infections should be 
regarded seriously but it does not mean that the 
patient should be shut off from all activities or 
that he should be given digitalis. He should, how- 
ever, have advice. First of all any persisting infec- 
tious focus such as teeth or tonsils should be re- 
moved that there may not be recurrent cardiac 
infections, and secondly the patient should be cau- 
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tioned against any unusual sudden or prolonged 
effort but if he is having no symptoms he should 
be allowed the ordinary moderate activities of life. 
Frequently a life is made miserable and unneces- 
sarily inefficient by injudicious advice given be- 
cause of the accidental discovery of a murmur. 
As said before the indications for giving digi- 
talis at all are, broadly speaking, the signs or 
symptoms of cardiac insufficiency. The degree, 
of course, of insufficiency may be very mild and 
the signs or symptoms correspondingly slight. 
When there is breathlessness, cough, substernal 
pain, rapid pulse, cyanosis, enlarged liver, oedema 
and diminished urine, digitalis should be given 
whether the pulse is regular or irregular. When- 
one is seeing the patient under such conditions for 
the first time he should ascertain whether or not 
digitalis has been administered, for on this de- 
pends the dosage. If any digitalis has been used 
one should not use the so-called massive doses. 
The amount which can be safely given at one 
dose is much larger than has, until lately, been 
recognized. The average amount which is neces- 
sary to digitalize the heart of a man weighing’ 150 
pounds has been found to be approximately 22.50 
cc. of a high grade tincture or 2.25 grams of the 
digitalis leaf. This is equal to a little less than 6 
drams of the tincture or about 34 grains of the 
leaf. This entire amount may be given with fair 
safety within the first twelve hours. Such heroic 
doses are seldom needed, however, and are rarely 
advisable unless the patient is under very close 
observation and unless one feels competent to 
recognize promptly any symptoms of digitalis poi- 
soning. One of the earliest symptoms is the oc- 
currence of ventricular extra systoles which are 
not very certainly recognized without the use of 
the electrocardiograph. Another early symptom 
is nausea. 
Another bold method, but one which gives a 
little better opportunity to observe the signs of 
danger is to extend the period for giving the full 
amount over about two days. But as a rule and 
especially in private practice one will find it very 
satisfactory to use the so-called slow method, that 
is to give 60 to 80 minims of the tincture daily for 
four or five days which is equivalent to six or 
eight grains of the powdered leaves. It has been 
found that the average rate of elimination is about 
22 minims a day and if the administration is spread 
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over a week one would necessarily have to allow 
for a slightly larger quantity than if it were given 
all within twenty-four hours. 

- Pardee suggests that when a tincture is being 
used—of unknown strength a safe plan, if one 
wishes to get the effect quickly, is to give during 
the first twenty-four to forty-eight hours an 
amount equivalent to 1 minim per pound of body 
weight. This in a man of 150 pounds would be 
2.50 drams or 10 cc. which is about half of the 
amount that has been found -to be the average 
maximum dose. This will allow for any possible | 
variation of the strength above the standard 
tincture. 

It is the custom of many men to prescribe the 
tincture of digitalis in a dosage of so many drops. 
It is of utmost importance that one should recog- . 
nize the fact that a drop and a minim of the tinc- 
ture do not represent the same amount. For ex- 
ample, a dose of 20 minims if dropped from an 
ordinary medicine dropper held vertically will be 
somewhere between 50 and 60 drops. This sub- 
ject was worked out quite carefully by Strong and 
Wilmaer. They found that there was quite a dif- 
ference whether the dropper was held vertically 
or obliquely and also whether the dropping was 
done rapidly or slowly. These variations are about 
25% but under most circumstances the minim is 
equal to 2%4 to 3 and sometimes almost 4 drops. 
One can thus see that if he should prescribe 20 
drops daify, thinking in terms of minims, the pa- 
tient would probably get 7 or 8 minims. When 
one considers that the average rate of elimination 
of the drug is 22 minims a day he will understand 
that there would be no possible chance of ever 
getting the patient digitalized. Droppers vary a 
little in size but the average one will hold from 
15 to 20 minims and if the prescriber will take the 
trouble to measure the capacity of a dropper for 
his patient he may in that way get fair accuracy 
in the dosage. It would be helpful if droppers 
were made graduated to represent 10, 15 or 20 
minims. 

It is frequently desirable to keep the patient 
under the influence of digitalis over a long period 
of time. This is particularly true of cases of 
auricular fibrillation which respond well to the 
drug. In many instances the heart rate in fibrilla- 
tion will be reduced from 140 or thereabouts to 
60 or 70 and can be maintained at that rate. As 


924 
For | 
ig 
the 
is 
an 
nds 
of 
till 
‘ity 
of | 
cu- 
ac- 
er, 
las 
the 
re 
ost 
ith | 
is | 
lat 
is 
ut 
ch 
ng 
f- 
is 
er 
ut 
It 
n- 
1e 
n, 
re | 
ly 
| 
ye. 


100 THE RHODE ISLAND MEDICAL JOURNAL 


stated before, the average rate of elimination of 
the drug has been found to be about 22 minims a 
day. The exact amount necessary for an individ- 
ual patient must be determined by trial and the 
patient will soon learn himself about the size of 
the dose which he should take daily. One will find 
that a daily dose of 20 minims or 2 grains of the 
powdered leaves will be quite safe and that may 
be varied, giving a little more or less as needed. 

The use of the other drugs of this group, name- 
ly convallaria, Squills and apocynum, has always 
been more or less discussed, and now and then 
someone, either because he does not get good re- 
sults from digitalis or because he has a notion 
that something else may be better, uses one of the 
other members of the group. All the evidence up 
to the present time goes ,to show that these drugs 
are in no way superior to digitalis but on the con- 
trary are decidedly inferior. They are very ir- 
regularly absorbed’ and in consequence of that 
their effect is more uncertain. 

Strophanthus has been found to be 50 to 100 
times stronger than digitalis. We know that the 
tincture is often given in dosage of about one half 
the amount that one gives of digitalis so that it 
must be either very badly absorbed or one would 
get toxic effects. One will get far better results 
in his treatment of myocardial insufficiency if he 
confines himself to the use of digitalis, and if he 
uses only one or two preparations of this drug so 
that he becomes familiar with the action of the 
preparation he is using. The nausea which comes 
early in the administration of digitalis in mod- 
erate doses is generally the nausea due to the 
cardiac insufficiency and poor circulation rather 
than to the drug and is thus an indication for digi- 
talis rather than for its discontinuance. It has 
been very definitely shown that the nausea from 
digitalis is a reflex and that it acts through the 
central nervous system, so that the powdered 
leaves are no more likely to cause nausea than a 
fat free tincture or any other preparation which 
makes especial claims to give the beneficial effects 
without nausea. 

The claims of various drug houses that their 
especial preparation can be given freely without 
nauseating effects either are not true or else the 
digitalis preparation is not efficient. The prepara- 
tion digipuratum or digitan, as it is now called, 
has been very generally used because it is con- 
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venient and efficient. However, there is no evi- 
dence that it is any less likely to cause disagreeable 
symptoms nor that it is any more efficient than 
first class powdered leaves. It costs about ten 
cents a dose. Good leaves and a good tincture are 
just as efficient as digitan and much cheaper. 


In Acute Infections: 


There has been much discussion as to the value 
of digitalis in any acute infection where the pulse 
is rapid and feeble. Cohn at the Rockefeller Hos- 
pital has shown very definitely that in fevers full 
doses of digitalis affect the heart muscle as they do 
normally. However, there is no evidence that the 
heart is any more efficient under those circum- 
stances than it is without the digitalis. Some 
observers, among whom is Christian, maintain 
that it is of no value and do not use it as a routine. 
On the other hand there are certain cases of pneu- 
monia in. which fibrillation develops. In Cohn’s 
series of cases of pneumonia this developed in 
10%. . It may be life saving to have the heart digi- 
talized when such an incident occurs. 


Effect on Blood Pressure: 


There has long been a belief that digitalis raises 
the blood pressure. This belief was founded upon 
experimental investigation in which much larger 
doses were used than can be used clinically. Clini- 
cal observations have never substantiated this be- 
lief. In fact, all the evidence at present is that 
digitalis used in full clinical doses in cases where 
there is circulatory stasis and high blood pressure 
frequently reduces the blood pressure, and espec- 
ially the diastolic pressure. In fact, there is some 
evidence that the drug tends to cause the systolic 
blood pressure to approach more nearly normal; 
that is, if it is high to reduce it, or if low, to raise 
it, indicating that it tends to stabilize the circu- 
latory system. 

Just a word about other methods of administra- 
tion than by mouth and about its use associated 
with some of the simpler irregularities. Thus far 
there is no evidence that sub-cutaneous or intra- 
muscular injections of any preparation are satis- 
factory or valuable. These methods have been 
practically discarded by. the best authorities. A 
couple of years ago I saw a patient who had been 
having hypodermic injections of digifoline. The 
nurse and doctor assured me he had had this regu- 
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larly five times a day for thirteen days. Five doses 
daily, each 1%4 grains would be 74 grains daily 
and over a period of 13 days would be about 97 
grains. The average rate of elimination being 2 
grains a day would give 26 grains that should 
have been eliminated. That would leave 71 grains 
of digitalis over this period which should have 
gone toward digitalizing the heart. That is more 
than double the average amount. It is fair to as- 
sume that it was not satisfactorily absorbed be- 
cause the patient did not have the symptoms of 
digitalis poisoning which he should have had. 

If it is necessary, as it occasionally happens, 
that any drug should be given intra-venously it is 
better to use strophanthin. This method and this 
drug are not without danger and intra-venous in- 
jections of either digitalis or strophanthin should 


never be made if digitalis has been recently ad- _ 


ministered by mouth. 

Should digitalis be used in the presence of ex- 
tra-systoles? Probably it has no beneficial effects 
so far as the extra-systoles are concerned. It is 
more likely to increase them than to make them 
disappear. In fact, one of the early symptoms of 
digitalis poisoning is the appearance of ventricu- 
lar extra-systoles. However, if there is satisfac- 
tory indication that the drug should be used it 


should be given even though extra-systoles are. 


present unless these are appearing in the form of 
what is called digitalis bigeminy as the result of 
prolonged digitalis therapy. 

One still meets with the occasional administra- 
tion of such preparations as DaCosta’s heart. tab- 
let. One should avoid such preparations. This tab- 
let has 2 minims of the tincture of digitalis, 2 
minims of the tincture of strophathus, with bella- 
donna and nitroglycerin. There is not enough 
digitalis to be of any value and there is always a 
question as to whether given in this form it would 
be potent. Strophanthus is very uncertain. As a 
rule belladonna and nitroglycerin are not indicated 
in cases needing digitalis. : 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


AMERICAN COLLEGE .OF SURGEONS. - 


The meeting of the New England Section, 
American College of Surgeons, was held in Provi- 
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dence, May 8-9, headquarters at the Biltmore 
Hotel. 

This was a sectional meeting, taking in all of the 
New England States. The registration was large, 
there being about 150 members of the College 
present. The morning of the first day was de- 
voted to clinics at the R. I. Hospital, St. Joseph’s 
Hospital and the Memorial Huspital, Pawtucket. 

In the afternoon a meeting in the ballroom of 
the Biltmore Hotel was attended by about 1000 
persons (members of the College, Superintendents 
of Hospitals, Trustees, nurses and members of the © 
local profession). 

The evening meeting was especially for the pub- 
lic and dealt with the work of the College as it 
affects hospitals and the standardization of hos- 
pitals, the standardization of surgery and the spe- 
cialties and the bearing of these subjects on the 


‘ public welfare. 


The morning of the second day was devoted to 
scientific papers, of which there was a goodly 
number and of unusual excellence. The meeting 
adjourned at noon, after which the Fellows were 
taken to-Squantum Club for a Rhode Island clam- 
bake as the guests of the local Fellows of the Col- 
lege. 

Among those who addressed the meetings or 
presented papers were the following: 

Address of Welcome—Hon. W. S. Flynn, Gov- 
ernor, State of Rhode Island. 

Dr. W. H. P. Faunce, Pres., Brown University, 
Providence, R. I. 

Allan D. Craig, M.D., Chicago, Associate Di- 
rector American College of Surgeons. 

Malcolm T. MacEachern, M.D., Chicago, Asso- 
ciate Director American College of Surgeons. 

Newton E. Davis, Chicago, Corresponding Sec- 
retary, Board of Hospitals and Homes of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. 

Rev. C. B. Moulinier, S. J., Milwaukee, Presi- 
dent Catholic Hospital Association. 

Daniel F. Jones, M.D., Boston. 

M. C. Winternitz, M.D., New Haven. 

Harry Mock, M.D., Chicago. 

H. S. Plummer, M.D., Mayo Clinic, Rochester. 

Chas. L. Scudder, M.D., Boston, and others. 
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F. E. BuRKE President Wakefi 
Wm. A. Secretary 
WOONSOCKET 


Meets the second Thursday in each month excepting 

July and August 
President 
Secretary 


Woonsocket 


A. A. WEEDEN 
Woonsocket 


Tuomas S. FLYNN 


Section on Medicine —ith Tuesday in each month, Dr. Charles A. McDonald, Chairman; Dr. C. W. Skelton, Secretary and 


Treasurer. 


R. I. Ophthalmological and Otological Society—2d Thursday—October, December, February, April and Annual at call of President 
Dr. F. Nolton Bigelow, President; Dr. Jeffrey J. Walsh, Secretary-Treasurer, 
e R. I. Medico-Legal Society—Last Thursday — January, April, June and Octoter. Dr. H. S. Flynn, President; Dr. Jacob 


S. Kelley, Secretary-Treasurer. 


EDITORIALS 


THE PUBLIC AND THE MEDICAL 
PROFESSION. 


It seems strange that today, when the medical 
profession has advanced materially in its knowl- 
edge of the diagnosis and treatment of disease, 
the public is prone to belittle the profession and to 
rush to the support of those opposed to the proper 
regulation of the practice of medicine. Is the 
fault with the public or with the profession? 

It is significant that at the recent meetings of 


two adjacent states, members of the medical pro- 
fession showed that the profession itself was not 
entirely blameless. Professor Polak, in speaking 
before the Rhode Island Medical Society, said 
that too much emphasis on the value of the labora- 
tory and too little on the value of the observation 
of the human being. One result of this has been 
the stimulation of specialism, which, without 
proper regulation, has led to a certain amount of 
distrust in the ideals of the medical profession. 
In the annual oration before the Massachusetts 
Medical Society, Dr. James Stone declared that 
the medical profession had encouraged Christian 
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Science, because, while admitting the profound 
influence of the mind on the body, no adequate 
technique had been developed to teach to the stu- 
dents. He also said that the cults of osteopathy 
and chiropractic flourished because the profession 
refused to admit that mechano-therapy had a dis- 
tinct place in the medical curriculum. 

One other cause for the lack of sympathy shown 
by the public was given by Dr. Eugene Kelley, 
Commissioner of Health of Massachusetts. He 
stated that physicians were taught to treat individ- 
uals from the pathologic standpoint and not from 
the physiologic standpoint. He asserts that it is: 
just as esential to treat patients from the physio- 
logic standpoint, because the derangements of 
function with no demonstrable pathologic lesion 
are the cause of much suffering and these are the 
conditions that yield to appropriate treatment. 

It would seem apparent that in the desire to at- 
tain higher efficiency and more skill in the art of 
medicine the profession has forgotten that the 
public is made up of ordinary men and women 
who have many ills that respond more quickly to 
the milk of human kindness than to the compli- 
cated coal tar products or the elaborate apparatus. 


AS TO MENTAL DEFECTIVES 


The action of the Rhode Island Medical Society 
in expressing their disapproval of the Hamilton 
bill pending before the legislature will meet with 
much public approval and no one is better ac- 
quainted than the medical profession with the evils 
that the passage of such a bill would bring about. 
The medical profession in Rhode Island has all 
too seldom asserted itself strongly in the behalf 
of public welfare and it is hoped that this decided 
action will, for that reason, bear all the more 
weight. Unfortunately, the questions of public 
welfare are not often enough referred to the medi- 
cal profession which, on many of these questions, 
can give most valuable advice and guidance. Pos- 
sibly this is due to the fact that busy physicians 
have but little time to study these questions or the 
energy to present their views publicly and to try 
and influence a rebellious legislature. In this con- 
nection it is to be hoped that if any of the physi- 
cians of Rhode Island minister medically to any 
of the upper branch of the legislature they will 
do their best to bring about a readjustment of 
their nervous systems to a more nearly normal 
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condition, and that if these physicians’ efforts in 
that direction fail under home treatment that some 
of the sickest of them may be given prolonged 
treatment in the appropriate State Institution, so 
that they may be brought to a realization not only 
of their own needs but also those of all the other 
State wards who are suffering on account of legis- 
lative hysteria. 


‘ 


SOCIETIES 
RHODE ISLAND MEDICAL SOCIETY 
House oF DELEGATES 
AnnuaL MEetINGc—May 23, 1924 

The annual meeting of the House of Delegates 
was held May 23, 1924, at 5 P. M., in the Medical 
Library Building, the President, Dr. A. T. Jones, 
presiding. 

The first business was the election of officers for 
the year 1924-1925 with the following results: 

President, Dr. William F. Barry; First Vice- 


.President, Dr. Halsey De Wolf; Second Vice- 


President, Dr. Herbert G. Partridge; Treasurer, 
Dr. Jesse E. Mowry; Secretary, Dr. J. W. Leech. 
. Committee on Arrangements, Dr. C. F. Gorm- 
ley, Dr. Eric Stone, Dr. Eliot Shaw, Treasurer ex 
officio. 

Committee on Legislation, State and National, 
Dr. F. T. Fulton, Dr. H. E. Harris, Dr. G. Hous- 
ton, Jr., President and Secretary ex officiis. 

Committee on Library, Dr. J. E. Donley, Dr. 
C. S. Westcott, Dr. J. L. Wheaton. 

Committee on Publication, Dr. F. N. Brown, 
Dr. C. W. Skelton, Dr. J. F. Kenney Jr., 
(Pawtucket) Dr. Arthur T. Jones, Dr. J. W. Leech. 

Committee on Education, Dr. George H. Crook- 
er, Dr. William H. Buffum, Jr., Dr. W. C. Roche- 
leau, President and Secretary ex officiis. 

Curator, Dr. C. D. Sawyer. 

Committee on Necrology, Dr. Harold De Wolf, 
Dr. Anthony Corvese, Dr. Norman M. MacLeod. 

Auditor for two years, Dr. Henry Utter. 

Delegate to A. M. A. for two years, Alternate 
Delegate to A. M. A. for one year, Dr. F. T. 
Fulton. 

The Secretary presented his annual report for 
1923-1924 as follows: ' 
ANNUAL REPORT OF THE SECRETARY, 1923-1924 

I beg leave to submit herewith the annual report 


‘of the Secretary upon conditions and activities of 
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the Rhode Island Medical Society for the year 
1923-1924. 

The regular quarterly meetings in September, 
December, and March were held in Providence. 
In addition, an open meeting was held in January 
through the courtesy of the President, Dr. A. T. 
Jones, at which the members were given the op- 
portunity to listen to a lecture on Local Anaes- 
thesia with moving pictures by Dr. Robert E. Farr 
of Minneapolis, Minn. 

The membership roll of the Society to date 


comprises : 
Active members .............. 386 
Non-resident members......... 28 
Honorary members..........-- 9 


This shows a gain of 10 members as com- 
pared with the membership of 1922-23, 376. 

With sorrow and sympathy are recorded the 
deaths of the following Fellows since our last an- 
nual meeting : 

Dr. F. N. Bigelow, died February 14, 1924 
Dr. J. L. May, died May 30, 1923 

Dr. F. E. Peckham, died March 9, 1924 » 
Dr. Alfred Poirier, died March 13, 1923 

Without intending an encroachment upon the 
proper duties of the Committee on Necrology, I 
wish to give voice to a personal expression of sor- 
row, which I know is shared by all the Fellows, 
at the death of our preceding President, Dr. Frank 
E. Peckham. His well-known enthusiasm in his 
work was as generously applied to the problems 
of his administration as President of this Society 
and was a constant inspiration to his fellow-offi- 
cers. The Standing Committees, of which he was by 
virtue of his office a member, profited by his sound 
advice and considered counsel. As Secretary, I 
found his initiative and co-operation ever ready 
and freely given. It must be a matter of profound 
satisfaction to the Fellows of this Society to feel 
that the opportunity to bestow the highest honor 
of the Society upon Dr. Peckham was not lost by 
his untimely death. 

While the matter does not intimately touch upon 
the activities of the Society, mention should be 
made of the generally satisfactory condition of 
medical practitioners in Rhode Island which was 
brought out through the so-called “Diploma-Mill 
Scandal” in a sister state. It was but natural that 
the upheaval in Connecticut should register seis- 
mic shocks in Rhode Island, and it is surely a mat- 
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ter of pride that investigation into the past medi- 
cal histories of a few licensed practitioners in 
Rhode Island showed little, if any complaint to 
be made of the commendable discretion displayed 
by the State Board of Health in its dealings with 
applicants from lower grade medical schools. 
The March meeting was not so much an innova- 
tion as a reversal to the form of meeting in vogue 


fifteen or twenty years ago. Clinics at the Rhode 


Island and St. Joseph’s Hospitals were held in the 
morning, luncheon served at the Library Build- 
ing at 1 P. M., and the scientific session occupied 
the early afternoon. It seemed to the Committee 
on Scientific Program a desirable form of meet- 
ing, permitting the members from out of town to 
attend the meeting without the annoyance of late 
travel to reach their homes. Its repetition will 
only be justified by the support which the Fellows 
give to it. 

At the Annual Meeting of 1921, Dr. C. H. 
Leonard, who had for years been collecting data 


- upon past and present Fellows of this Society, 


was appointed Historian. The large amount of 
interesting and historical material which is the 
fruit of a labor of love upon the part of Dr. Leon- 
ard, certainly should not be lost to the Society 
and I urgently recommend the Committee on Pub- 
lication, in collaboration with the Historian, be 
empowered to print these records so that they may 
become a part of the Society’s published transac- 
tions. 

I wish to take this opportunity to publicly ex- 


press my own sense of appreciation for the help- ° 


ful suggestions and constructive criticisms of the 
President, Dr. Jones. His facility as a presiding 
officer, his earnestness and labor in making up 
programs for the meetings and his infectious en- 
thusiasm in meeting the problems of his office and 
of his fellow-members has made his administra- 
tion a forward-looking one and association with 
him a pleasure and inspiration for the Secretary. 
Respectfully submitted 
J. W. Leecu, M.D. 


Secretary 


CouNCIL 
ANNuAL MeEETING—May 23, 1924 
The meeting of the Council was held May 23, 
1924, the President, Dr. A. T. Jones, presiding. 
The Treasurer’s report for 1923 was submitted 
as follows and recommended for acceptance by the 
House of Delegates: 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 


_Annual Report, 1923. 


Collations 

Expenses of Secretary (sec. hire). 
Stenographer at Meetings 
Printing and Postage 

Fuel 

Electricity 


“I 


Gas 

Telephone 

City Water 

House Supplies and Expenses 
House Repairs 

Painting Building . 

Librarian 

Janitor 

Journals (Ely Fund) 


Books 

Rhode Island Medical Journal 
Safe Deposit 

Treasurer’s Bond 

Changing Securities 


wohun 


Cash on Hand Jan. 1, 1923 
Annual Dues 


Harris Fund 
Interest on Daily Balance 


d and found correct, May 22, 1924 © 


age 


8 
S188 


Cash on Hand to Balance 


1923 
Jan. 1. Chase Wiggin Fund 
By Indebtedness to Rhode Island Medi- 
cal Society $6,892 21 


H. G. Miller Fund: 

By Indebtedness to Rhode Island Medi- 
cal Society 

Interest 


1923 
Jan. 1. 


1, J. W. C. Ely Fund: 

1 Bond So. California Edison Co...... $ 980 00 
Interest on same 50 00 
8 Shares Mechanics National Bank 

Stock : 
Interest on same 


. Endowment Fund: 


$ 
(Sold 3 $100 and 1 $50 Liberty Bonds, 
$348.50) 


Purchased Saline Electric Co., 
Mortgage 6% 

Interest from Liberty Bonds. . 

Interest from Saline Electric Co..... 

Interest from Bank 


. Printing Fund: 
By Indebtedness to Rhode Island Medi- 
cal Soci $1,677 52 


M. Harris Fund: 
5 $1000 Liberty Bonds for 


70.43 

Bought 00? Pacific Gas & Electric 
Co. 6% at 100 

2000 Scidiecn Ill. Steel & Power Co. 
lst Mortgage 6% 

2000 Ohio Service Co. 1st Mort. 6%.. 

Interest on Liberty Bonds 

Interest on Ohio Service Co. (Nov. 
1923) 


$5,359 10 
230 


Frank M. ApAMs 
Joun B. Fercuson 
Auditors 


. Chase Wiggin Fund: 
To Loan Rhode Island Medical Society $6,892 21 


. H. G. Miller Fund: 
To Loan Rhode Island Medical Society $5, po be 
Rent H. G. Miller Room 


W. C. Ely Fund: 
1 Bond So. California Edison Co. 

8 aon Mechanics National Bank 
t 

Paid Rhode Island Medical Society 
(For 


. Endowment Fund: 


$2,732 86 


. Printing Fund: 
To Loan Rhode Island Medical Society $1,677 52 


. E. M. Harris\Fund: 


1000 Pacific Gas & Electric Co $1,000 
2000 Southern Ill. Steel & Power Co... 2,000 
2000 Ohio Service Co..............-: 1,970 
Paid Rhode Island Medical Society for 
Repairs on Building. 166 


$5,136 25 
J. E. Mowry, Treas. 
Examined and found correct, May 22, 1924 
Frank M. ApAMs 


Joun B. Fercuson 
_ Auditors 


00 
00 
00 
25 


i- 
: $621 03 
le 
1- 
te $4, 
rs 
1924 
1924 
G5 6 ; $5,609 10 
5,609 10 1924 
Jan. 1. 
$ 980 00 
e 
y 480 00 
$1,534 00 140 
a, 
= Cash on Hand................22+++-+ $2,306 65 1924 $1,534 00 ; 
ee Withdrawn Aug. 3, 1923............. 1,700 00 to 
Saline Electric Co., Ist Mort. 6%..... 2,000 00 
g 
P $2,000 00 
631 1924 
1923 $2,732 86 
h Jan. 1 1924 
1923 
Jan. 1. E. 
Sol 
$1,000 00 - _ 
3, 2,000 00 
1,970 00 
106 25 
d 
$5,136 25 
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It was voted that the Board of Trustees of the 
Medical Library Building make an investigation of 
the question of changing the fuel used in the heat- 
ing of the building from coal to oil and to report 
to the Council at its next meeting. 

The Council voted to authorize the Board of 
Trustees of the Medical Library Building to hire 
a janitor at a salary not to exceed $60.00 per 
month. 


Adjourned. 
J. W. Leecu 
Secretary 
The minutes of the annual meeting of the Coun- 
cil were read and approved. / 


The Treasurer presented his annual report for 
1923 duly audited and approved by the Council 
and it was ordered accepted and placed on file. 

The Chairmen of Standing Committees made 
annual reports as follows: 

Committee on Arrangements—Dr. A. M. Bur- 
gess, Chairman, announced the plans for the an- 
nual meeting and banquet. 

Committee on Necrology—Dr. J. F. Kenney, 
Chairman, no report. : 

Committee on Legislation, State and National 
—Dr. F. T. Fulton, Chairman: 

“So far as any actual results are concerned in 
connection with legislation, there have been none. 
The Committee, however, has been fairly active 
throughout the legislative session. 

“It was found to be quite impractical to keep in 
close touch with what is going on in the State 
House without having someone who is constantly 
on the lookout for any proposed legislation. The 
law firm of Edwards & Angell was asked to help 
in connection with the Workmen’s Compensation 


Act and agreed to have their representative who, 


regularly went to the State House, look after any 
medical legislation for this Committee. Conse- 
quently during this session, whenever any bill has 
been introduced which has had any bearing upon 
the practice of medicine or public health, this fact 
has been reported to the Committee by Mr. Kirk 
Smith of the firm of Edwards & Angell and he 
has also sent at the same time either a statement 
explaining the substance of the bill or a copy of 
the bill. Mr. Smith, too, has represented the 
Rhode Island Medical Society on a number of oc- 
casions in conferences and hearings. 

“We are enclosing a list of the bills which have 
been introduced into the House or Senate which 
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have some relation to the practice of medicine or 
public health. This list also explains. the present 
status of the bills, whether they have passed the 
House or whether they are still in committee. So 
far, on account of the Democratic filibuster in the 
Senate, none of these bills have been enacted into 
law. Of all of these, the two which would seem 
most important to your Committee were the act 
relating to the general laws governing the practice 
of. medicine and the act amending the Workmen’s 
Compensation law. Your Committee asked Ed- 
wards & Angell to draw up an amendment to the 
Compensation Act which would provide for the 
hospital care of patients having a serious. injury 
and at the same time provide some way for pay- 
ment to the surgeon for his services. 
number of conferences and hearings, an amend- 
ment was introduced by Mr. Andrews of the Judi- 
ciary Committee which would provide $100 for 
minor injuries and would provide for the hospital 
expense and $200 in addition for major injuries 
which needed hospital. care. The bill apparently 
has the sanction of the Judiciary Committee of the 
House but has not passed the Senate. The only 
thing which seems to stand in the way of its pass- 
ing the House at present is that the labor repre- 
sentatives have a bill introducing and proposing a 
number of changes and if our bill is urged for 
passage, it may arouse the proponents of the labor 
bill and it is possible that there may be some 
difficulty in getting it passed. 

“All of the Gounty Societies excepting Woon- 
socket have a Legislative Committee. Several com- 
munications have been sent by us to these County 
Society committees. It is the intention to have 
these committees approach their own representa- 
tives in the legislature for approval or disapproval 
of any of these measures. 

“The Committee is under very great obligation 
to Edwards & Angell through Mr. Kirk Smith. 
We naturally expected to pay for their services 
but the firm has very definitely and explicitly 
stated that they would like to give their services to 
the Rhode Island Medical Society in this way as 
they feel that they would be contributing some- 
thing to the public good. Mr, Smith’s aid has been 
invaluable and he has given very close attention 
to legislative matters and has shown a very active 
interest. 


After a: 
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“It has seemed to the Committee that a great 
deal of work has been done without any results 
but on the other hand the work of the Committee 
is much better organized than it has been and if 
we should again have a legislature which does any 
business, we should be able to deal with any legis- 
lative matters in a much more effective manner 
than heretofore. 

“The Committee suggests that it would be very 
appropriate to send a vote of appreciation to the 
firm of Edwards & Angell. 

“Frank T. Fulton, Chairman, Herbert E. Har- 
ris, Milton H. Duckworth, Arthur T. Jones, Presi- 
dent, J. W. Leech, Secretary, ex officiis.” 

(List of bills which have been introduced into 


the Rhode Island State Legislature during the 


Winter, 1923-24, which have more or less bearing 
upon the practice of medicine and public health.) 

House Bill No. 703—The bill provides for a 
joint special committee to investigate the desir- 
ability of establishing a hospital for incurables in 
the State. 

House Bill No. 706—An Act amending Chapter 
159 of the General Laws of 1923 entitled “Of the 
Practice of Medicine.” 

. House Bill No. 722—Amending Section 3 of 
Chapter 409 of the General Laws of 1923 entitled 
“Of Medical Examiners and Coroners.” 

House Bill No. 735—This is a resolution urg- 
ing upon the Congress of the United States the 
necessity for the erection of a hospital in Rhode 
Island for disabled ex-service men. _ 

House Bill No. 748—This provides for the 
regulation of nuisances caused by offensive odors. 

House Bill No. 765—To create a State Board 
of Chiropractic Examiners. 

House Bill No. 806—Act in amendment ot 
Chapter 169 of the General Laws entitled “Of the 
Regulation of the Practice of Dentistry.” 

House Bill No. 837—Amending the Act to In- 
corporate the Providence Lying-In Hospital 
passed by the General Assembly in January, 1884. 

House Bill No. 845—Act creating a division of 
tuberculosis control being an act in amendment 
of and in addition to Chapter 115 of the General 
Laws, entitled “Of the State Board of Health.” 

House Bill No. 870—An Act amending Chapter 
165 of the General Laws entitled “Of the Preven- 
tion of Pollution of the Sources of Water Supply 
of Certain Cities and Towns.” 
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House Bill No. 896—A resolution creating a 
Joint Special Commission to consider the problem 
of drug addiction in Rhode Island. . 

House Bill No. 899—An Act amending Chapter 
162 of the General Laws entitled, “Of the Practice 
of Chiropody.” 

House Bill No. 913—An Act in PURE Se: of 
and in Addition to Chapter 203 of the General 
Laws, entitled ““Of Milk.” 

House Bill No. 915—An Act in Amendment of 
Chapter 1405 of the Public Laws of 1916, entitled 
“An Act Authorizing the City Council of the City 
of Providence to Appropriate and Pay Annually 
to the Providence District Nursing Association. 
Such Sum of Money as the City Council May 
Deem Expedient.” 

House Bill No. 945—An Act amending Section 
14 of Chapter 153, entitled “Of the State Board 
of Health.” 

House Bill No. 947—An Act providing for the 
acceptance of an Act of Congress entitled “An 
Act for the’ Promotion of the Welfare and Hy- 
giene of Maternity and Infancy and for other 
Purposes” and making an appropriation therefor. 

House Bill No. 998—An Act amending the 
Workmen’s Compensation Act. 

House Bill No. 1023—An Act in Amendment of 
Chapter 92 of the General Laws entitled “Of Pay- 
ments to Employees for Personal Injuries Re- 
ceived in the Course of Their Employment, and 
of the Prevention of Such Injuries.” 

Senate Bill No. 22—A resolution appropriating 
$100,000 for the construction and equipment of 
a building to be used as a hospital at the Soldiers’ 
Home at Bristol. 

Senate Bill No. 78—An Act Relating to Sani- 
tary Regulations for Soda Fountains. 

House Bill No. 584—An Act providing for an 
appropriation of $12,000 for the Hills Grove 
Branch of St. Joseph’s Hospital for the Treat-_ 
ment of Tubercular Patients. 

Standing of Bills on May 22, 1924 

Passed—H 584, H 722, H 915, S 22. 

Reported out by Committee and Recommitted— 
H 748, H 765, H 806, H 837, H 870, H 896, 
H 899, H 913, H 947, H 998, H 1023. 

“Not reported out—H 703, H 735, H 845, 
H 706, H 945, S 78. 

A substitute “A” has been offered for House 
Bill 806. A copy is enclosed. 
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Committee on Library—Dr. H. G. Partridge, 
Chairman : 

“The most notable event connected with the Li- 
brary during the past year has been the gift of the 
library of our late Fellow and President, Dr. 
Frank E. Peckham, received from his widow. This 
collection comprised 534 volumes, and a very 
large number of pamphlets and reprints, for the 
most part relating to orthopedic surgery. It is 
one of the largest donations ever made to the Li- 
brary, and the Committee desires to place on rec- 
ord its great appreciation and thanks for it. 

“The general work of the Library has been 
similar to that of previous years. We have bound 
84 volumes of the more used periodicals, thus 

“making a beginning of a task that has been too 
much neglected during the last few years. 
“Respectfully submitted 
“H. G. PARTRIDGE 
“Chairman 
“Providence, R. I., May 23, 1924.” 

Committee on Publication—Dr. F. N. Brown, 
Chairman : 

“Mr. President and gentlemen of the House of 
Delegates: My report as chairman of the Publica- 
tion Committee is short but cheerful. 

“The literary aspects of the JourNAL’s affairs 
are more encouraging than ever before. Original 
articles and news items continue to come in with 
pleasing regularity and the physicians of Rhode 
Island are alive to the fact that the JouRNAL de- 
pends upon their loyalty for its prosperity and it 
is therefore prosperous; our advertisers are well 
satisfied and every physician in the Society is 
urged to continue to patronize them when in need. 

“Owing to the resignation of Dr. Adams as 
business manager, it became necessary to select a 
successor, and the advertising manager, Dr. Skel- 
ton, was kind enough to assume the duties in- 
cidental to this office which he has conducted in 
his usual energetic and successful manner. 

“For a considerable period of time I had be- 
come impressed that this JouRNAL had been con- 
ducted as an enterprise entirely independent of the 
organization that owned it; which organization 
was, and ever has been, responsible for its wel- 
fare, its losses, if any should occur, and had yearly 
contributed a certain amount of money to insure its 
maintenance and integrity. I came to the conclu- 
sion that the Society was not only entitled to an 
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annual report of the financial standing of the 
JourNnat but also to such accruments as were not 
necessary to its proper conduction. I, therefore, 
brought the matter to the attention of the treas- 
urer of the Society, just previous to the last meet- 
ing of the House of Delegates with a request that 
he bring it up in Council and before the House for 
some decision, that the whole disposition of the 
matter might be disposed of in an official and busi- 
ness-like manner. After some debate from the 
floor to clarify matters, this was done and it is 
now a matter of official record that a yearly report 
is expected. 

“TI append herewith a statement of the business 
manager of the JourNAL’s financial standing, 


‘which statement is an integral part of this report. 


“Respectfully submitted 
“FREDERICK N. BRowN 
“Chairman” 


“Dr. Frederick N. Brown, Chairman of Publica- 
tion Committee of the Rhode Island Medical 
Journal: 

“Tnclosed you will find my report of the man- 
agement of the. JourNAL for the first four months 

of 1924. 


Excpensesto May $1,288 54 
Balance in Bank, May 1... $1,032 23 
1920 

$107 94 

1920 cost of printing Journal................. $677 75 
1921 cost of printing Journal................. 800 00 
1923 cost of printing Journal................. 843 42 
1924 cost of printing Journal................. 932 00 


Nore: (It cost $254.25 more to print the Journat for 
first four months of 1924 than in 1920.) 


1921 
~ $ 576 72 
Less Medical Society............cc0ceeeenees 400 00 


W. Sxetton, M.D. 
“Business Manager” 
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Committee on Education—Dr. G. H. Crooker, 
Chairman : 


“The Chairman of the Committee on Educa- 
tion has kept in touch with Dr. Dodson, Secre- 
tary of the Council on Health and Public Instruc- 
tion of the American Medical Association. _ 

“Pursuant to his appointment as delegate from 
the Rhode Island Medical Society to the Educa- 
tional Council of Civic Clubs, the chairman of 
this committee has been in frequent attendance at 
the meetings of the Educational Council. 

“The plans for the reorganization of the Provi- 
dence School System have occupied most of the 
attention of the Committee, requiring frequent 
meetings incident to the various plans which have 
been presented. 

“The sanitary conditions of the school buildings 
as brought out in the report of Dr. Strayer, the 
expert engaged by the City Council to make a 
survey of the school system of Providence, should 
interest the members of this Society. 

“The committee calls to the attention of the So- 
ciety the so-called Hamilton Bill (H 742) which 
has been passed by the House and is now in the 
Senate Judiciary Committee. This bill permits 
mentally handicapped children to go to work at 
fourteen years of age and makes no attempt to 
provide special instruction for such children. It 
would simply rid the schools of them and thrust 
them into industry. In the opinion of the commit- 
tee this is a distinctly backward step and we rec- 
ommend that the Society take some action against 
this bill. 

“The Hamilton Bill is destructive legislation 
whereas H 1021, sponsored by the Consumers 
League of Rhode Island, is constructive legisla- 
tion. This bill provides for a survey of mentally 
and physically handicapped children with a view 
to proper provision for their education. This bill 
deserves the support of the members of this 
Society. 

“Respectfully submitted 
“The Committee on Education, 
State and National 
“Grorce H. CRooKER 
“Chairman” 


Curator—Dr. C. D. Sawyer. No report. 
Historian—Dr. C. H. Leonard: 
“May 23, 1924. 
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“To the House of Delegates, Rhode Island Medi- 
cal Society: 


“As Historian I have reviewed the work done 
by Doctor Hersey, the late Historian, and by ref- 
erence to the Treasurer’s books and the records of 
the Secretary have verified the record of each Fel- 
low of the Society, from the organization of the 
Society in 1812 up to 1916. 

“This work has been done in gathering data for 
a Historical Catalogue, similar to the one printed 
by the Massachusetts Medical Society about fif- 
teen years ago. 

“The design has been to give, in alphabetical 
order, for each Fellow in the Society from the be- 
ginning the following data: 

“The year of election or joining of the Society, 
the full name of each Fellow, the town or city of 
his residence, the year of death and the age (in 
completed years). There may be also a notation 
indicating whether a Fellow resigned from the 
Society, removed from the State, or whether he 
was dropped for non-payment of dues, or other 
cause. It would have been interesting, if space 
permitted, to give the place of residence after re- 
moval from the State, but that has not been 
attempted. 

“A similar list has been made for the Honorary 
Members of the Society. 

“A list has also been made of the Officers of - 
the Society—including the Presidents, Vice- 
Presidents, Secretaries and Treasurers, with their 
term of office. 

“The list of Fellows of the Society that has been 
mentioned includes about one thousand names, but 
does not include those enrolled since 1916. 

“Since the reorganization of the Society 
(March, 1904) it has been difficult to keep an ac- 
curate list of the actual members. Formerly upon 
a recommendation of the Examiners and Censors, 
applicants for membership were elected to be Fel- 
lows of the Society. Now members of the District 
Association join by paying the annual dues, and 
those who let their membership lapse by not keep- 
ing up the payments can be re-instated upon re- 
suming payments. 

“No list of Fellows of the Society has been 
published since that in the Transactions for 1912. 

“Before the Catalogue will be ready to be 

printed the lists must be copied and be brought ~ 
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up to date. I hesitate to undertake this unless the 
Society shall plan to publish it. 

“To make such a catalogue of use as containing 
a list of the Active Fellows of the Society, it is 
planned to print their names in ordinary (upper 
case) type, and the names of past Fellows in 
italics. 

“For another matter, I have gathered data for 
a brief sketch of the “original” or Charter Mem- 
bers of the Society, who had a part in the War of 
the Revolution, and this may be extended to in- 
clude the later wars in this country. 

“Further research is requisite to complete even 
the first part of this, but that may be ready in a 
few weeks. 

“Respectfully submitted 
“CHARLES H. LEONARD 
“Historian” 


Board of Trustees of Medical Library Building 
—Halsey De Wolf, Second Vice-President and 
Chairman of the Board: 


“The Committee of the Trustees of the Library 


submit the following report: 

“On May 22, 1923, the Council voted that the 
Trustees be empowered to make the necessary re- 
pairs to the building. 

“On July 5, 1923, the Trustees met and voted 
to carry out only the most important part of this 
repair work, it being realized that sufficient funds 
were not available, at the time, to accomplish all 
that was. desirable. The work done, with cost 
items, was: 

“Repairing balcony railing, fifty ($50.00) dol- 
lars, a very moderate bill, due to the courtesy of 
the J. H. Tower Iron Works. 

“Painting exterior of building by Crawley & 
Smith, three hundred and sixty-eight ($368.00) 
dollars. 

“There were also minor interior repairs as 
plumbing, furnace and some work on the lantern. 

“The meetings held in addition to the regular 
gatherings of the Rhode Island Medical Society 
and Providence Medical Association were as fol- 
lows: 

“Rhode Island Medico-Legal Society, Rhode 
Island Ophthalmological Society, Rhode Island 
State Nursing Association, Rhode Island Organ- 
ization for Public Health Nursing, talks on Phy- 
siotherapy by Dr. Granger of Boston and Dr. 
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- Pachini of Chicago, under the auspices of the Vic- 


tor X-Ray Corporation. 

“It would be desirable if more saetiiens could 
be held in the Library, of a suitable character and 
from which some income could be derived. 

“Mr. William J. Smith was appointed janitor 
and assumed his duties on August 15, 1923. After 
a most satisfactory service his resignation is now 
in hand, which was accepted with regret. Mr. 
Smith leaves us only because he is moving from 
the city, but remains on duty for the present as 
we have not, yet found his successor. 

“The Committee would refer once more in clos- 
ing to the very necessary work to be done in the 
proper upkeep of our expensive and exceptionally 
fine building. A considerable replacement is more 
or less immediately necessary of the cement be- 
tween the bricks of the parapet, especially in that 
part over the stack. If another winter passes 
without such repair we may be subjected to seri- 
ous leaks and possible injury to our valuable 
books. An estimate of the cost of this work is 
difficult to obtain as no one can foresee how far 
the job may go when once begun. 

“Finally and in general, the Committee would 
strongly lay down the proposition that it is short- 
sighted policy and poor economy to let such a 
building as ours run down in any way, and that 
if we, as a Society, are to continue to occupy it, 
means must be found to supply the funds for its 
proper upkeep. 

“Respectfully submitted for the Trustees of the 
Library Building 

De Wotr, M.D. 
“Chairman” 


The foregoing reports were voted approved and 
placed on file. 

Dr. Brown moved that a vote of thanks be ex- 
tended to the law firm of Edwards & Angell for 
the services they have rendered gratis to the So- 
ciety in connection with legislative activities touch- 
ing the interests of this Society ; seconded by Dr. 
Partridge ; so voted. 

On motion of Dr. Barry, seconded by Dr. Skel- 
ton, it was voted that the annual dues of the So- 
ciety for the year 1924-1925 be fixed at $10.00. 

The following resolution, upon motion by the 
Secretary, seconded by Dr. Partridge, was unan- 
imously adopted. 

-WHEREAS :—the life and achievements of the 
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late William Crawford Gorgas have been to our 
members an inspiration to service for humanity, 
and 


WHEREAS :—the Gorgas Memorial Institute 


contemplates the establishment in: his memory of 
a living, working memorial in the form of: 

(a) A Research Institute at Panama for the 
study, prevention and cure of tropical disease, 
and 

(b) the development of a national educational 
campaign under the supervision of the scientific 
medical profession for the purpose of improving 
and protecting the health of people everywhere. 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, in consid- 
eration of these facts, the Rhode Island State 
Medical Society, assembled at its annual conven- 
tion at Providence, June 5th, hereby heartily 
endorses the plan to memorialize William Craw- 
ford Gorgas in the manner~contemplated by the 
Gorgas Memorial Institute, not only because it 
will constitute a worthy recognition of the char- 
acter and achievements of our late distinguished 
colleague, but will be in effect a memorial to the 
efficiency and importance of medical science in 
world progress. 

Upon motion of the Secretary, duly seconded 
by Dr. White, the President was empowered to 
appoint delegates from this Society to a meeting 
of delegates from all the State Societies to be held 
in Chicago, June 11th, under the auspices of the 
Bureau of Legal Medicine and Legislation of the 
American Medical Association. The President ap- 
pointed Drs. F. T. Fulton and I. H. Gerber. 

At the March meeting of the Society in general 
session it was voted that the Rhode Island Medi- 
cal Journal be permitted to furnish gratis 100 re- 
prints of articles which have been presented by 
out of town contributors before the Society. This 
resolution was duly referred ¢o the House of 
Delegates for final action and it was voted that the 
Committee on Publication be empowered to use 
their discretion in the distribution of free re- 
prints to out of town contributors. 

The following resolution, adopted at the March 
general meeting and referred to the House of 
Delegates for definitive action was adopted : 
WHEREAS,—the Rhode Island State Board of 
Pharmacy and the Rhode Island Pharmaceutical 
Society had their inception from resolutions of the 
Rhode Island Medical Society in 1869, and 
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WHEREAS,—the Rhode Island College of 
Pharmacy and Allied Sciences was instituted 
largely through the efforts of thése two bodies, 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Rhode Island Med- 
ical Society endorses the work of the Rhode 
Island College of Pharmacy and Allied Sciences 
in preparing students for the practice of the pro- 
fession of pharmacy. 

Upon motion by Dr. Mowry, seconded by Dr. 
Skelton, it was 
“RESOLVED, that the House of Delegates 2 
the Rhode Island Medical Society is oppos 
the passage of the Hamilton Bill (H 742) nd 
that the Secretary be instructed to transmit this 
resolution to the proper authorities at the State 
House.” 

On motion of Dr. Burgess, duly seconded, the 
foregoing was amended by the addition of “but 
support H 1021, sponsored by the Consumers 
League.” 

Upon acceptance of the amendment, the reso- 

lution so amended to read as follows was unan- 
imously adopted :— 
“RESOLVED, that the House of oda of 
the Rhode Island Medical Society is opposed to 
the passage of the Hamilton Bill (H 742) but 
support H 1021, sponsored by the Consumers 
League and that the Secretary be instructed to 
‘team resolution to the proper authorities 
at the State House.” 

It was voted that the Committee on Publica- 
tion confer with the Historian and report to the 


- Council at its next meeting the best method and 


estimated expense of the publication of the His- 
torical Catalogue of the Society as collected by 
the Historian. 

Adjourned. 


J. W. Leecu, M.D. 
S ecretary 


The regular quarterly meeting was held in 
Providence March 6, 1924. Instead of the usual 
afternoon meeting this comprised an all-day meet- 


ing with the following clinics from 10 A. M. to 


12 M. at Rhode Island Hospital, surgery, gynecol- 
ogy, eye, ear, nose and throat, X-ray and radium, 
ward visits; St. Joseph’s Hospital, surgery, gyne- 
cology, eye, ear, nose and throat, and ward visit. 

Luncheon was served at 1 P. M. at the Medical 
Library and at 2 P. M. a scientific program was 
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presented in the auditorium of the Library 
Building. 

The minutes of the December ‘meeting were 
read and approved. 

The President announced the death of Dr. F. 
Nolton Bigelow and requested the Committee on 
Necrology to take action for presentation at the 
next meeting. 

Mr. Frank A. Jackson, a member of the Board 
of Trustees of the R. I. College of Pharmacy and 
Allied Sciences spoke briefly upon the aims of the 
college and the plans for a drive to raise money 
for the institution. 

The following resolution was adopted and re- 
ferred to the House of Delegates for confirma- 
tion :— 

“Whereas—The Rhode Island State Board of 
Pharmacy and Rhode Island Pharmaceutical had 
their inception from resolutions of the Rhode 
Island Medical Society in 1869, and 

“Whereas—The Rhode Island College of 
Pharmacy and Allied Sciences was _ instituted 
largely through the efforts of these two bodies, 

“Be it resolved, That the Rhode Island Medical 
Society endorses the work of the Rhode Island 
College of Pharmacy and Allied Sciences in pre- 
paring students for the practice of the profession 
of pharmacy.” 

The President thanked Drs. Gardner, Matteson 
and McKenna for their co-operation in making 
the clinical portion of the program possible. 

Papers: 

1. “Digitalis and Heart Disease,” Dr. Frank 
T. Fulton, Providence; discussion by Drs. H. O. 
Cooke, Jesse Mowry, D. L. Richardson, Charles 
Phillips. 

2. “The Correction of External Deformities 
of the Nose and other Facial Deformities,” with 
motion picture and lantern slide demonstration, 
Dr. Louis P. Berne, New York. Discussion by 
Drs. Hawkins, H. O. Cooke, J. A. McCann, who 
showed a case in whom Dr. Berne had made an 
implant. 

It was voted the sense of the meeting that the 
Ruope IsLanp MepicaL JouRNAL be allowed to 
furnish gratis 100 reprints to out of town con- 
tributors. Referred to House of Delegates. 
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' Dr. Skelton, Business Manager of the Ruopsg 
IsLAND MEDICAL JOURNAL, reported on the state 
of the JouRNAL to date. 

Adjourned. 
J. W. Leecu, M.D. 
Secretary 


MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 


The twenty-ninth annual meeting and banquet 
of the Pawtucket Medical Association, held on 
March 20, 1924, at the To Kalon Club, was called 
to order by the Presidént, Dr. Stanley Sprague, at 
9 P. M. The reports of the Secretary, Treasurer, 
and Standing Committee were read and approved. 

The annual address of the President was made 
by Dr. Sprague. 

Dr. Fenwick, for the Nominating Committee, 
presented the following nominations for officers 
and committees for the year 1924, who were duly 
elected. 

President, Dr. T. E. Duffee; Vice-President, 
Dr. Manchester; Secretary, Dr. R. T. Henry; 
Treasurer, Dr. B. V. Richards; Standing Com- 
mittee, Drs. Mathewson, Duffee, John Kenney, 
Howe and Sprague. 

Delegates to Rhode Island Medical Society, 
Drs. Wheaton and. Hess. 

Counsellor to Rhode Island Medical Sociell 
Dr. J. A. Chase. 

Library Committee, Drs. French, Fenwick ana 
Merdinyan. 

It was moved and seconded that the By-Laws be 
suspended and the Secretary be empowered to cast 
one ballot for all these. This was done by unan- 
imous consent. 

The dues for the ensuing year were fixed at 
$5.00. 

Applications of Drs. Harry Triedman and W. 
P. Bernard’ received for membership. Referred 
to Standing Committee. 

Vote of thanks given to retiring officers and to 
Banquet Committee. 

Adjourned at 11:30 P. M. 

Attendance, 24 members, 8 guests. 


Respectfully submitted 


R. T. Henry 
Secretary 
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You, too, can now 


Administer Chlorine Gas 


for the treatment of common colds, influenza, bronchi- 
tis, whooping cough, laryngitis and other respiratory 


: diseases. A portable self-contained machine makes 
this advanced practice available to all members of the 


M.D. and Capt. H. P. Sawyer,M.D.| Medical profession. 
(Medical Corps, U. S. A.) shows the 

remarkable results secured by em- 
ploying CHLORINE GAS for the 
treatment of respiratory diseases. THE DOYLE 
(Reproduced from the A. M. A. Jour- os @ 

nal of March 8, 1924). 


Cured ok? 4 TRADE MARK 


No.| % INo| % |No.| % | makes possible the scientific administration of chlorine 
7%.2| 9123.5, 9|2.3| gas, in your office or the homes of your patients. No 
be gg rooms or preparations are needed. Just close 

| the doors and windows of any room and set the 
“Chlorinometer” in operation. 


0.5 
30.2 
2.1 


The “Chlorinometer,” simple and thoroughly reliable, 

has been created out of the experience of this Company’s 

years of specialization in the designing and building of 

gas control apparatus. If used according to instruc- 

| tions, it cannot fail to give absolute 
satisfaction. 


Each machine is accompanied by com- 
plete, detailed instructions which will en- 
able any physician to secure uniformly 
successful results. The price of the 
“Chlorinometer,” complete with pol- 
ished walnut carrying case, latest model 
as illustrated, is $60.00 F.O.B., New York. 


ORINE Manufacturers and Sole Distributors 


y Scientific Apparatus Co. 


DOYLE (A CORPORATION) 


17 Wesr 60TH Street, New Crry. 
E S , Pioneers in the Development and Manufacture of Gas Control 


Yipme Apparatus for the Medical Profession 


Mention our Journal—it identifies you. 
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The entire-stomach-gland extract 


affections. 


from the gastric mucosa. 


Agreeable solution — no sugar, no alcohol. 


Submitted to the physician as a resource against 


‘GASTRON presents the complex proteins. coagulable and 
non-coagulable, the nucleo-proteins, amino-acids, etc., derivable 


Fairchild Bros. & Foster 


New York 
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Ose Superservice 
Water Bottles 


Are made from the finest 
and purest selected rubber 


Over capacity, unlosable stopper. Soft, 
velvety, heavy rubber 


Hold the heat longer and will 
outwear all other water bottles 


Davol R.ubber Company 


Providence, Rhode Island, U.S. A. 
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